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What Are People Saying About Biosolids Recycling?

· “[B]eneficial components and properties of biosolids are so valuable in some areas that exceptional quality biosolids have sold in bulk for as much as $190 per ton.  The US Department of Agriculture, the Food and Drug Administration, and the EPA all endorse the use of biosolids for producing fruits and vegetables.”
 
Pipeline, Fall 1998

National Small Flows Clearinghouse

· “Pennsylvania regulations contain… requirements that reduce the likelihood of disease to very low levels.  If carefully followed, these requirements make the risk of disease from land-applied biosolids similar to or lower than land applied manures…. In fact there are no documented cases of human or animal diseases being contracted from land-applied biosolids.” 

Craig Morgan, Director,

Schuylkill Conservation District

· “Stabilization of drastically disturbed mine land with municipal sludge often improves the quality of the site and the surrounding area in having an ameliorative effect on the ecosystem as a whole.  Research results on the effects of sludge applications on the concentrations of NO3 – N, trace metals, and on indicator organisms (fecal coliforms) in soil percolate, groundwater, nearby streams and lakes, and surface runoff indicate that a properly managed land application program will not cause deterioration of water quality on the site.”


William E. Sopper, Ph.D. School of Forest Resources,Ret.


The Pennsylvania State University

· “EDF and NRDC have been steadfast proponents of reusing biosolids of appropriate quality as the best biosolids management alternative.  Biosolids can be a valuable natural resource….”

Fred Krup, Executive Director
John Adams Executive Director
 
Environmental Defense Fund

Natural Resources Defense Fund

· “[B]iosolids are a valuable resource, rich in nitrogen, other nutrients, and organic materials.  When applied to crops, the material helps the soil retain moisture, reduces erosion, and increases yields.  Less fertilizer is required, which has the added environmental benefit of using a natural, recycled product.”

Liz Black, President,

League of Women Voters of Boulder Valley

· “There is a marked increase in organic matter and an increase in microbial activity with an increase in nutrient cycling and decomposition of organics.  High levels of biosolids will improve the physical characteristics of…mine wastes, such as…improving warer holding capacity and increasing filtration.” 

S. A. Bengson, Agronomist, Copper Operations,

Tucson, AZ

· “Initial greenhouse experiments established the value of municipal biosolids as a source of nutrients and moisture retentive mulch to support the growth of native forage grasses, with the consequence of reduced erosion.”

J. Steven Glass, Technical Programs Manager

Albuquerque, NM

· “The term biosolids is used… to emphasize the beneficial nature of this valuable, recyclable resource….  Also, it is important to point out that while many of the substances found in biosolids are called pollutants… many also are beneficial elements that are essential for the growth of plants and animals.” 

EPA Part 503 Rule
· “The soil conditioner properties of biosolids have exceptionally beneficial uses in revegetation of disturbed land.  Whether it is using biosolids as a soil conditioner for a coal or other mine spoil that needs to be revegetated or a closed landfill, or disturbed land from urban construction, no better way to solve these problems has been found.”

Rufus L. Chaney, US Department of Agriculture

Beltsville, MD

· “Because biosolids contain organic matter and a host of macro- and micro-nutrients, land application may be the disposal method of choice:  this material can act both as a soil amendment, increasing soil organic matter, and as a fertilizer, increasing forage production and enhancing forage quality via recycling of valuable nutrients.”

Ronald E. Sosebee, Department of Range, Wildlife and Fisheries Management

Texas Tech University, Lubbock, TX

· “The numbers of pathogenic organisms in biosolids can be controlled by proper pretreatment of the material.  Biosolids treatment processes such as aerobic and anaerobic digestion and standard lime stabilization result in materials with greatly reduced levels of pathogenic bacteria, viruses and parasites….Therefore, if biosolids that have undergone a pathogen reduction process are used… the risk of pathogen transmittal is minimal.” 

W. Lee Daniels, Department of Crop and Soil Environmental Sciences,

Virginia Polytechnic Institute

· “In industrial areas where appropriate soil is not readily available, the application of biosolids may be a chance to provide viable vegetation and with appropriate modification of topsoil it will give an opportunity for successful reclamation of toxic waste sites” 

F. Pistelok, Katowice, Poland

